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Executive Summary

Sponsored by The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Hong Kong, Very Hong Kong
is launching the “Space+” programme across New Territories, Kowloon and Hong
Kong Island from 2022 to 2024. Each district encompassesan array of
capacity building initiatives including the “Space+ Academy” , “Space+ Salon” ,
and “Space+ Festival” .

Very Hong Kong believes in the power of good spatial design and
inclusive bottom-up participation. Through actualizing Placemaking efforts to
echo local aspiration and addresses neighbourhood needs, we stand with our
community to co-create a liveable, close knitted society for all.

Featuring Yuen Long District as Space+’ s first episode, the team Kkick-started a
series of groundwork since July 2022 to investigate the district’ s unique natural
environment, history and development context which laid foundation for its
socio-demographic evolution. Once a rural township known for “walled village” ,
clan culture and local agriculture, rapid development has brought sweeping
changes to Yuen Long District since the 1970s. In particular, the controversial
planning of Tin Shui Wai new town - once portrayed as the “City of Saddness” ,
was repeatedly accused as the root of its grassroot population, poor
transport connectivity and lacking community facilities. While ample public
resources have been invested to shed light for improvement, how could
the District stayresilient in face of rapid development and changing
social dynamics has remained a vast challenge for many.

With the District’ s context in mind, Very Hong Kong recruited 20 community work-
ers from various fields to join the “Space+ Academy” as trainees. Teamed up
in groups of five, trainees developed knowledge and skills in eight Placemaking
workshops to prepare them for future service works. Workshop topics included
community  design  theories, local and international case studies,
engagement skills, site visits, and more.

Upon the final proposal presentation at the advisory clinic, each team was
ready to bring their imagination into actual implementation at the
“Space+ Festival” . The five team’ s Placemaking initiatives included: “The
Past and Present of Tin Shui Wai” , where old scenic photos and
less-knownstories were showcased to bring back collective memories of
Tin Shui Wai over generations; “Tin Shui Wai Box Co-Creation” embraced
social inclusion by inviting different ethnic groups to paint their impressions

of Tin Shui Wai together; “Heavenly Creations in Tin Shui Wai” embedded
mental wellness and natural conservation concepts throughout their
countryside tour and blue-tanned co-creation workshop; “Tin-Der” brought
the online dating app into life to stimulate kai-fong interactions;
and “Bartering Tin Shui Wai Stories” welcomed neighbours to exchange
stories and second-hand goods to reconnect everyone.

In addition to the Placemaking initiatives curated by trainees, the “Space+Festival”

on January 7 till 15, 2023, invited 34 local groups to reimagine 4 signature
public spaces for social good. Sites including Tin Ching Estate Plaza,
Tin  Shui Shopping Mall, Tin Yan Riverside, and the frontyard of Yuen
Long Green Recycling Station. During the festival, kai-fongs were able to enjoy
a wide spectrum of free, community-led events that were organised “by the locals,
for the locals”. Event highlights include community screenings, game booths,
workshops, exhibitions, guided tours , busking, and dance performances.

While our journey in Yuen Long District may come to an end, we believe this
publication will record our unforgettable days with fellow community
partners, and continue to bring inspiration to everyone striving to make
an impact through Placemaking.
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Annex

“"'m helping out children painting

paper boxes and having a good time.”
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